Sampath, et al.: WhatsApp attitudes patterns dependence

C. Some of my messages are forwarded from elsewhere
D. None of my messages are forwarded from elsewhere.
PTNR11. What type of information do you usually forward on WhatsApp group (Please arrange in order of frequency‑more
to less).
A. News
B. Jokes/Humor
C. Inspirational quotes
D. Puzzles
E. Advertisements/Promotional
F. Comments on other peoples messages
G. Academic/Professional
H. Others.
PTNR12. Would you still continue to use WhatsApp even if it becomes a paid app (no longer free) No = 0 Yes = 1
PTNR13. Which social networking platform do you use most?
A. Facebook
B. WhatsApp
C. Twitter
D. Others (mention name).
PTNR14. Has your use of other social media apps come down after you have installed WhatsApp on your mobile? A. Yes. 1
B. No. 0

Appendix B
Attitude towards WhatsApp use questionnaire
1.

WhatsApp has become an indispensable part of my life

2.

The information on WhatsApp has helped me professionally

3.

It has helped me to keep in touch with my friends

4.

If I couldn’t use WhatsApp I would feel “out of loop” with my friends

5.

WhatsApp has helped me in making new friends

6.

WhatsApp has served as a cure for my boredom

7.

WA has become a great source of entertainment for me

8.

It has helped me to organize meetings/gatherings among friends, relatives, colleagues in a better way

9.

I use WhatsApp to improve my social status/popularity

10. I use WhatsApp only because everybody uses it and I would look old fashioned if I didn’t
11. WhatsApp is Addictive (i.e. Can’t help but to constantly chat, reply and share information/content/media all the time)
12. Interferes with my Academic activities (i.e. lectures, assignments, studies)
13. Interferes with my physical activity (i.e. Excercise, Sports)
14. Has interfered in face‑to‑face conversations with people
15. Felt more stressed/pressured psychologically after installing WhatsApp.
Items are rated on a 5 point Likert type scale ranging from ‘agree strongly’ to “disagree strongly.”
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